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HarcToday

A journey begins with a single step 

and Harc has embarked on a journey 

that takes our participants out into 

the community in an exciting new 

social enterprise venture - SockStarz.

This journey began with participation 

in the Hartford Foundation for 

Giving’s Social Enterprise Accelerator 

program. Harc was one of ten groups 

selected out of a field of thirty-eight 

organizations.

   Our chosen social enterprise: 

SockStarz, a wholly owned subsidiary 

of Harc, allows us the opportunity to 

operate a sock business to employ 

participants and generate revenue 

to help Harc continue its mission to 

help participants lead lives of 

dignity, quality and inclusion. 

But why socks? Socks are something 

that everyone needs and uses, and 

novelty socks are very popular in the 

marketplace. The community has 

embraced SockStarz. From our first 

pop-up shop in March to the opening 

of our store at 18 LaSalle Road in West 

Hartford Center, SockStarz is a huge 

success. 

Visit our on-line store today and 

check out all our wonderful socks! 

www.sockstarzusa.com.

Grateful for our Harc Family and Friends

SockStarz Opens - Harc's 
New Social Enterprise!

Jordan and Dante, SockStarz employees at SockStarz in West Hartford

DONOR
SPOTLIGHT

Special thanks to the Hartford 
Foundation for Public Giving 
who matched $40,000 for all 
donations that were made 
to Harc’s Social Enterprise 
SockStarz. The Hartford 
Foundation is investing time, 
energy and resources to 
provide learning opportunities 
and consulting expertise to 
help organizations develop 
and implement earned-
income business plans.  
They are committed to help 
jump-start SockStarz’s ability 
to implement plans that 
accelerate mission impact. 
Harc and SockStarz are 
extremely grateful to support 
of all donors who made this 
dream possible.



Special thanks to Harc's 
Community Partner, Cox 
Communications for 
volunteering at Harc! Cox 
came out during a sunny 
spring day and helped 
us plant vegetables and 
herbs in our planters 
on Harc's patio. 

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHTS

Special thanks to the 
volunteers at Ernst & Young 
who came to Harc and 
worked with participants. 
They decorated cards 
and shared many laughs. 
All around a great day 
for Ernst & Young and 
Harc participants.

Harc’s Spring Fling
March 19, 2020 - Windsor Marriott

Save the Date

Honoring Many at Harc’s  
68th Annual Meeting
Harc’s 68th Annual Meeting, held 

at the Windsor Marriott, was a 

wonderful gathering of Harc families, 

friends, supporters and staff. The 

evening was a celebration honoring 

all those that go the extra mile in 

supporting Harc. Awards presented 

were: Governmental Leadership 

Award: Senator Catherine Osten. 
Advocates of the Year: Eero Sendecki 
(Harc), Caroline Wilson & Kathleen 
Walsh-University of St Joseph, 
Gengras Center. Employer of the 

Year: Shipman & Goodwin LLP. 
Community Partners of the Year: 

ZAG Interactive-Larry Miclette & 
Mark Sarmi; Bruce Vanlicenti; & Dale 
Griffith/DJ Dale. Leadership Award: 

Patricia Kinney.

Sparking Possibilities Award: David 
Mable. Volunteers of the Year: Joe 
Furey, Andrew Wood, Gregory Calnen, 
& Christine Skeggs. Charless Whitham 

Extra Mile Award: Oneal Ifill

Harc Friends and Family accepting awards at Harc's Annual Meeting

Harc Staff, Oneal Ifill accepting the 
Charless Whitham Extra Mile Award for 
exceptional direct care service
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Participants like Maeve are able 
to graduate from high school 
and have a loving, supportive 
residential home.

Because of Your Support...

Birdies for Charity - Travelers Championship
Thank you to all our fabulous donors, Community Partners and friends 
who supported Birdies for Charity and helped us reach Charity Row at the 
2019 Travelers Championship!

Harc was one of more than 100 local nonprofits that 

benefited from Birdies for Charity, the giving platform 

used by the Travelers Championship to drive charitable 

dollars to local organizations. Harc was one of four 

organizations that received on-site exposure at the 2019 

Travelers Championship in the Birdies for Charity Booth in 

the Fan Zone.  We were able to talk to people about the 

good works of Harc,  promote Sockstarz, as well as raise 

additional dollars to support Harc. With the match, we 

received over $90,000.

Harc’s participation in Birdies for Charity has also 

elevated our organization’s profile, raising awareness 

about its programs and initiatives. “Thanks to 

Travelers, we are able to share our mission and 

receive the exposure that we would never have been 

able to get on our own,” says Maureen Madden, Vice 

President of Development and Donor Relations at 

Harc. We are honored to have been chosen to be 

there and look forward to next year. 

 

From Left to Right: SockStarz and Harc being interviewed by Travelers, Maureen Madden, Michelle Joyce and Renee D'Nino during 
an iHeartRadio interview, and the SockStarz/Harc crew at Birdies for Charity.
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This year’s Legislative Session began January 9, 

2019 with a large number of freshman legislators 

and the new Governor, Ned Lamont (D)!  Harc and 

our families worked hard through the session to 

advocate for the essential supports and services 

for people with intellectual disabilities and their 

families.

Andrea Barton Reeves served as Co-Chair of the 

Transition Policy Committee on Human Services 

to provide her subject matter expertise to 

Governor Ned Lamont (D) as he assumed his new 

role.

The newly elected Representative Jillian 

Gilchrest (D), West Hartford, visited Harc to hear 

from families and learn of Harc’s mission and 

community impact.

Representative Jay Case (R) hosted this year's 

“Have a Harc” Day.  There was a great turn 

out from legislative leaders who listened as 

individuals and family members delivered heart-

felt, impactful testimony.

Harc submitted compelling testimony on a 

number of bills throughout the session regarding 

issues facing the IDD community, including the 

DDS and OEC budgets, the bonding for OPM’s 

Nonprofit Grant Program, and property tax 

exemptions for non-profits.

Harc actively participated in advocacy events 

organized by the CT Nonprofit Alliance in 

partnership with other private providers including 

the Statewide Advocacy Day, Nonprofit Week 

and Pack the Capital Events.

Marian Leist, Vice President of Advocacy and 

Business Development, was nominated for 

the Professional Women in Advocacy’s 2019 

Excellence in Advocacy Awards.

Harc's Leadership in Advocacy

Senator Catherine Osten, third from the left, accepting the 
Leadership Award at the Legislative Office Building. 

Highlights for the 2019 Legislative Session
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Suzanne, Harc self advocate with State Representative Jay Case 
at Have a Harc Day.

Left to Right: Janice Marden, Vice President of Day Services at 
Harc, State Representative Jillian Gilchrest, Marian Leist, Vice 
President of Advocacy and Business Development, and Bob 
Cloonan, Harc family advocate.
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Brittany Foulds, State Scheduler and aide to Senator 

Chris Murphy (D) came for a tour of Harc to hear 

the concerns of our community.  Families spoke 

passionately and eloquently regarding their concerns 

of a bill passed in the House of Representatives that 

would phase out the DOL’s 14c waiver; which permits 

the payment of subminimum wages at a rate based on 

the performance of the individual.  Families expressed 

specific concerns that their loved ones currently 

working in supported employment would lose their 

employment and have significant difficulty finding 

competitive employment opportunities.

This legislative session ended on June 5, 2019 with a 

passed budget which kept the majority of funding for 

IDD services intact!
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Get Involved!
Contact Marian Leist at 860.218.6079 or 
mleist@harc-ct.org for more ways to get 
involved in advocacy at Harc

Your Support Enabled Kids to attend Harc's 
Capable Kids Camp This Summer
This year concluded another great year of partnership 

with Hartford's Camp Courant and Harc’s Capable Kids 

Camp. This program creates inclusive opportunities 

that allow children with special needs to share their 

experiences with peers of all abilities, cultures and 

backgrounds over a six-week camp program. Campers 

participate in extended learning and enrichment 

activities, like arts and crafts, theatre, musical arts, 

swimming, learning about healthy eating and making 

positive decisions.

One of the most remarkable aspects of this camp is the 

integration of students. Camp Courant’s students learn to 

be peer models to those with disabilities. Campers learn 

to be more empathetic to individuals in wheelchairs or 

those that need more assistance. In turn, our Harc kids 

teach students more about life, overcoming obstacles, 

and what it is like to have a disability. Children can then 

attend school in the fall and have more understanding and 

appreciation for those who remind them of kids at Camp.

Camp has no state support and is completely funded by 

private donations. Your donations make camp possible.

Left to Right: Harc camper with staff at Camp Courant and Harc Camper at the Park



Thanks to All Who Helped Make Harc's 31st 
Auction a Huge Success!

A special thank you to our Premier Partner Saint Francis 

Hospital, a member of Trinity Health of New England, for 

your continued partnership. We value your commitment 

to the community. As always, thank you for being 

compassionate, people-centered and enriching the lives 

of individuals and families in our region.

   Thanks to our generous community partners who 

helped make this event possible (names on the back).  

A round of applause to our Harc Sparks Choir and 

the Choir Director, Susan Polansky for a wonderful 

performance at the auction. 

   Harc was thrilled to present the Corso Family with the 

2019 Sparking Possibilities Award. Dr. Stephen Becker, 

via video, offered the opening remarks about the impact 

the Corso Family has had on the Harc organization. The 

Corso Family has been involved with Harc for over 50 

years. Nesta and Charles Corso were relentless about 

advocating for individuals with intellectual disabilities. 

Nesta rode the neighborhood school bus that picked up 

kids for Harc. They worked with the Hartford Recreation 

Department so that more programs would be available 

to individuals with special needs. The entire Corso 

Family continues on the traditions of Nesta and Charles, 

supporting Harc and helping Harc in anyway they can. 

Harc is forever grateful to the Corso Family.

Left Picture: The Corso Family who received the Sparking Possibilities Award, Right Picture: Harc Sparks Choir at Harc's Auction. Right 

Picture: Representative Jay Case with Susanne, a Harc participant.

On November 2nd, over 250 guests attended Harc's 31st Annual Gala 
at the Hartford Hilton. Because of everyone's support, we raised over 
$120,000 for Harc's Programs and Services.

Left Picture: PowerStation Events Actress selling winner's choice tickets to Dwight Merriam. Right Picture: Cordelia Brady, Steven 

Seligman, Megan O'Neill and KK Meyer
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When Charles was 3, he suffered 

brain damage that left him with 

developmental delays. He was forced 

to relearn everything he had known.     

   Charles started Saturday Camp 

Bulova at Harc at age 12. After he 

finished high school, he started 

a career as a dishwasher at The 

Hartford for three years, then at 

Cigna for six years. 

   Last year, Charles started working 

at the Hartford Yard Goats Stadium 

as a Program Distributor. He is part 

of a team of four Harc employees 

working at Dunkin’ Donuts Park. He 

has been recognized as “Brilliant!” 

by his boss because he decided to 

hand out the programs to attendees 

instead of waiting for them to ask. 

Charles doesn’t see this as brilliant, 

“It’s common sense if the people 

don’t come up and ask you for a 

program, then you have to go to 

them!” He hands out his stack of 

programs in no time. 

   Charles lives in his own apartment 

in a three family home in Hartford. 

He attends Harc’s Day programs and 

cannot wait to start the next season 

at the Hartford Yard Goats! 

Charles is Working. Thank You to the
Hartford Yard Goats!

Harc had a chance to watch a great Hartford Yard 

Goats game with some of our supporters, meet the 

“Voice of the Hartford Whalers” Chuck Kaiton, take 

pictures with Chompers the Goat and Pucky the 

Whale,  as well as watch the Hartford Yard Goats 

win the game! Special thanks to Travelers for being 

our host and making this wonderful event possible.

Thanks to Travelers, Harc spent a 
night out at Dunkin' Donuts Park

Hartford Yard Goats Spotlight
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APRIL 25, 2020

Hartford Yard Goats, 
Dunkin' Donuts Park

SAVE THE DATE
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THANK YOU to our 
Community Partners!


